
By Capt. Nathan S. Osborne
332nd  Expeditionary 
Communications Squadron

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq — In just 
10 days, the “Wire Dawgs” of the 332nd 
ECS pulled 15,000 feet of fiber optic 
and copper cable and installed $50,000 
worth of equipment to eliminate emis-
sions security problems and improve 
the communications infrastructure 
of 332nd Expeditionary Operations 
Group.  

On top of the changeover in wiring 
for secure communications the entire 
nonsecure internet and phone wiring 
was removed and replaced.  

Team members included Tech. Sgt. 
Anthony Russell, team leader; Staff Sgt. 
Stephen Elizondo and Senior Airman 
Guyton who painstakingly terminated 
200 fiber connections; 

Tech. Sgt. Lisa 
Spicer, who truly 

motivated the team; and Senior Air-
men Dan Mabie and Nicky Barton, 
who, along with Airman 1st Class  
Andrew Lower, became an indestruc-
table force laying the foundation for 
all of the wiring in the building, and 
in many cases fabricating conduit for 
the entire project.  Airman Lower be-
came a one-man wrecking crew with 
the giant concrete drill, cutting 50 
holes that were in some cases nearly 
three feet thick.   

The project would have been a 
failure without the support of many 
other team members with supplies 
and network management.  What 
would have taken most commercial 
teams three week to accomplish, 

these dawgs 
wired in 

record time.

 

By 2nd Lt. Christopher Horner
55th Strategic Communication Squadron 

OFFUTT AIR FORCE BASE, Neb. 
— The secret is out on one of the 
most important construction projects 
on base, and it ended with a cover up. 
Don’t call the Inspector General yet, 
though. This cover up is designed to 
protect Offutt’s two Defense Satellite 
Communication System antennas 
here.

Contractors completed work on 
the second of two large radomes 
enclosing the DSCS (pronounced 
“discus”) satellite dishes June 2. The 
geodesic domes will help conceal the 
dishes’ orientations from prying eyes, 
as well as keep rain, ice and wind off 
the sensitive equipment. 

The radomes are transparent to 
radio waves, which means they can 
protect the satellite dishes from the 
elements without reducing their 
functionality. 

“This upgrade was critical to 

continued C3 [command, control 
and communication] operations at 
Offutt,” said Lt. Col. Alan Berry, 55th 
SCS commander. “The two large 
satellite systems were near the end of 
their projected 15-year lifespan.”

Adding to the system’s lifespan 
involved $20 million in upgrades 
over a two-year period. In addition 
to the radomes, the DSCS facility was 
completely refurbished with count-
less cables, new equipment racks 
and a new 38-foot satellite dish, all 
connected with the latest networking 
equipment and technology.

For more than 20 years the DSCS 
system has provided warfighters with 
secure command and control, voice, 
and data hotline capabilities. The two 
dishes communicate with DSCS III 
satellites located in orbit 22,500 miles 
above the Earth’s surface.

The facility here provides the Unit-
ed States Strategic Command with 

critical communications capabilities 
and is an essential link in the nation’s 
command and control capability. The 
upgrade will increase operational 
rates and decrease costs.  As a cross-
service DoD program, the upgrade 
will bring all DSCS sites to the same 
operational and capability level.

Achieving commonality through-
out the DSCS world is a key objective 
of the upgrades. 

By standardizing the antenna 
control systems, the 55th SCS DSCS 
work center has cut out 10 weeks of 
qualifying training tasks. Squadron 
leaders also hope to minimize supply 
issues. 

Radomes protect satellites, keep out prying eyes
Standardizing antenna control 
systems cuts training time and 
minimizes other supply issues
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 A two-year project 
upgrades Offutt’s systems 
and protective satellite dish 
coverings.

  DSCS:  Defense Satellite 
Communications System
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